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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Libert]/ of coiucience, and the righfi (ffconscienot, (frt 
tfcred thii^a, and, in this countri/, are held in deserve^ 
veneration. But even conscientious scrvplet may be uih. 
fftmded ; and, in that cme, hoaeeer they may be ^ititled 
to tentier/ieti and respect, in one party, tk«y afford no 
ground of acquiescence to others, wA« differ from them, 
especially where important interests are concerned. Our 
lioTTKin Catholic brethren have scruples of conscience, 
tahichforhid their entire conftmity to the Br^ish Cqn^ 
stituHon, and induce them to acknoioledge a foreign 
spiritualjurisdiction ,- and, on account of these scruples^ 
they petition Parliament to dispense with the e^tablisl^ 
laws of the realm, laws enacted for the security of the 
Prtftestant Bttablifhvtent in Church ^nd State. When 
these seniles, therefore; are placed in the balanee against 
constitutional laws, it becomes those, whg are disposed to 
favour such scrvplef, tp egrfsider ieriously, yihether th^y 
are founded or not. 

We cannot do this more impartially, than by a careful 
examination of the reasons, which Papists themselves 
allege for their non-conformity to the Protestant Religion. 
Ifitcanbe made appear that their reasons far adhering 
to the supremacy^ the Pope, and for not confomung to 
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the Protestant Religion, are groundless ; and that the , 
differences between the Churches of England and of Rome 
aremuch greater thansome imagine, who think favourably 
of the Popish Petition ; it will follow, that the Petitioners 
are notentitledto the exemptions, and the privileges, tehich 
they claim. 

In the following pages the members of the Church of 
Rome are distinguished by the term Papist, because it is 
their appropriate name, and marlcs the chief ground of 
their noa-conformity ; and because the term Catholic 
belongs to all Christians, who adhere to " the faith once 
delivered to the Saints," xnd hace one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism ; as is evident from the testimony of Ignatius, 
who was a contemporary of the Apostles. He says, 
" Wherever Christ is," that is, wherever Christ is tcor- ~ 
shipped, " there is the Catholic Church."' 



* EpUt. ad Smyrasog, ^ S. Igoatiug defines the Cburch 
bjitMform of goternmttU ; the Catholic Chnrch bj con-' 
sfiU m doctrine. Of the Utter he says, id the pussge abora 
translated, orotF m n (for ii Antiochus has ofofuwrdii) im q 

■i(^>iiit| ijuXniTiA. Of the former : X'i'f roorvf (ivis-iezet, 

?<ff0VTi|uf, JlsMwi) •«>«»« eu HsXiirsi, TBtthovt a Bishops 
riesta, and Deacont, there is no Church, or withont them 
the name of Church is not giren to any society of Christians. 
(Ad Trail. § S.) To the same purport are the following 
passages of the same Father : ii( urMrxDre; opz t^ rfurffurifiY 
iMw hiuuimf. (ad Pbiladelph. ^ 4.) T« iTimon Tfee^^ffTt xai 
Ty wjiffpiiTifiy nai AaiMHuj. (ibid. ^ 7.) "O Z^f't Driffiowot isi 

(ad Trail. S 7-) The laiignage of Tertnllian is equally deS- 
nlte. (De Baptismo, e. xtii.) 
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A POTESTANTS REASONS 

for the Independence of the Ancient British Church, 

1. St. Peter possessed no supremacy over the rest of 
the Apostles; therefore the Church of Britain, es- 
taljlished by SL Paul, was independent of $t. Peter, 

3. St. Paul says of himself, ". that he had the care of 
all the Churches" of his own foundation ; and therefore 
the Church of Britain was dependent on him, and not 
pn St. Peter. 

• 3. The Bishoprick of Rome was established jointly 
by St. Paul and St. Peter, after St. Paul's return from 
Britain; ahd therefore the Church of Britain was 
prior to, and independent of, the Church of Rome. 

^4. The Church of Britain was established before the 
Bishop of Rome had any authority beyond his own 
Diocese ; and therefore was independent of the Church 
of Rome, 

5. In the fourth century, Jerome declared the 
Churches of Rome and Britain to be ejusdam meriti et 
Sacerdotii, of the same condition, and merit, {fnd pas- 
toral authority. 

6, The Church of Britain was aubsisting in the fifth 
and sixth centuries, when Britain ceased to be a part 
of the Roman empire ; and therefore was independent 
pf the Church of Rome. 

7. The Bishop of Rome derived the title and power 
of Univeraal Bishop from an emperor in the seventh 
century ; and therefore the Church of Britain was in- 
dependent of the Church of Rome, prior to the exist- " 
ence of such power, 

8, The Bjshop of Rome attempted to establish 4 
spiritual jurisdiction over the Church of Britain in the 
seventh century, which the British Bishops indignantly 
rejected ; and therefore the Church of Britain wai 
i^depeDdeItt of the Church of Rome, 
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A 
ROMAN CATHOLIC'S REASONS 

Why hec^nnot •amferm to the PpotaUmt Rtf^ion^ 



■i, Becausb tlte ProteaUnt Religion is a sew region, 
irhich had 119 beii^ in the world, till one.tboutand 
fire hundred year* after Christ; and therefipre' it 
comes 1500 years too late to be the true Church of 
Chk|bt. MartiH Luther laid the 6rat foundation f)f 
the Pfotettant ReligitMi in the year \&yit &t>d hit idr. 
lowers todL &e oame of Protestante in the year 15S9, 
before which tim^ neither the name nor the rel^ion 
wa* ever heard of in the Chiittian world ; and we defy 
alt t^ learned men amongat tiiem to name sp much aa 
4me single man before Luther, who held throughout 
their thiiiy-ntne Articles, or any other e9tire ayatem of 
Frotestaocy as ilit now professed, in any country upon 
eaxth. Now how can that be Christ's Churchy whicb 
for BO many ages bad no being in -the world ? Since 
all Christians are obliged to acknowledge thatthe itru^ 
Chuich of CumiBT can be no other than that whid). had 
its beginning from Chbjst, and, as h mised, waa 
to ttand for evex. See St. Matt. xvi. 18, and St Matt. 
xzviii. SO. 

* By tbe Prolestant Religion the Roman 'Catholic means 
the Religion of the Church of England, u it evident 
fey bit TCference to '* their thirty^ ■ niite ArticlM," and 
'* Aeir Homily tmok." Of courM allreaMDi for non-confor. 
mlly, >rhich do not applf to the Church of 'England ar« 
tpreigu to the subject, ' ' 



LjiqlizcabyGoOgle 



ROMAN CATHOLIC'S REASONS 

EXAMINED AND ANSWERED. 



1. 1 HE Rdigion of Prbtettaats in this united King- 
dom is not a new religicm, but ii as old as the dayt-of 
St Paul, who preached it and established it in Britain, 
The Cburch of Britain was fully eatabtisbed be&re- 
the Cburch of fUiae. 

Martin X,uther did not lay the first foundation oftbo 
ProteataDt Rdtgion. The Cburctk of Britain proteated 
agakist die superstition and idolstiy of the Cburch of 
.Rome, and would bold no connnuDion with it, as early 
aa the begimuug of the seventh century. 

The Fopeiy of Britain coostitutea the middle ag^ 
of tite British Church. Down to the beginning of 
the seventh ceutuiy, thei-e waa no trace of Popery. 
At the cotDmeucemeBt of that century we find the 
ever memorable r^ection of Popery by the British. 
Bisb<^ From that- time to the reign of Henry L 
the British Chuicb continued perfectly independent 
of the Church of Rome. From the reign of Henry L 
tothemiddleofthatfrfHeniyVTII. (1U5— 1&30) was 
the pajod of h«r subjection to the Pope. Ad impar- 
tial review of thk middle period, compared with th* 
pneading ^ven cantunea- of ausjpUci^ and iode- 



^tv Google 



i. Because the Protestant Religion cannot be tnif, 
except Uie wkote Scripture, both of the Old and New 
Testament, from the beginning to the end, be false, 
■which in so maiiy placet assures us that the Church of 
Chriit should never go a^ray. Foreveryone knows " 
that the Protestant Religion pretends to be a Reforma- 
tion of the Church oiCamsT ; and it is evident that" 
there could be no room fof a reformation of the Church 
of Christ, except (he Church was gone aStiay; flo that' 
the whole building of their pretendedly reformed 
Church is founded upon ±he supposition of the whole 
Church, before the time of Luther, having been cor- 
rupted by damnable errors. " Laity and Clergy, eayt 
*' their Homily book, approved by the 39 Articles, 
" Art. 35, learned and unlearned, all ages, sects, and 
*' degrees of men, women, and children, of wbole 
" Christendom (an horrible and most dreadful thing 
" to think) have been at once drowned in most abotni- - 
" nable idolatry, of all other vices most detested by 
*' Gob, and damnable to man, and that for the space 
■* of eight hundred years and more." Horn, of Peril of 
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Jfendence, taA with the subsequent restoration of her 
anciept discipline and doctrine, may coavioce an un- 
prejudiced mind, that Popety obtained no establislb- 
ment in this country, but by usurpationi ' 

Many of otir 39 Articles are directed against the errors 
of the CburcUof Rome. These Articles therefore could 
BOt be held thoiTghout by any one; before tbe origin of 
those errors, against which they protest. Tbe religion 
professed in these Articles is the religion of the- first 
century ; and had its beginning from Christ through 
the teaching of St< Paul. 

2. Tbe Protestant Religion docs not pretend to be 
a Reformation of the Church of Christ, biit of the 
Church of Rome. The Scripture no where says, that 
' the Church of Rome shall not go astray. The Church 
of Rome has undoubtedly greatly gone astray by ido> 
latry in tbe invocation of Saints, and by the suppres" 
■ion of half of the Eucharist in refusing the cup to the 
Laity, &c. ice. 

If^by the Church of Christ be meant the members of 
Ckrisfs Church, the Scripture, so far from proinisiug 
that it theuld never " go astray," or " never be cor- 
rupted by error," expreesly foretells such a decleniiori 
of faith and coiTuption of manners, as even the elect 
should hardly escape. The predictions of Christ were 
repeated and minutely applied by his Apostles St. Paul; 
St.Peter, and St Jude. The fullest acccoaplishment of 
th^se predictions would not prove " the whole Scrip- 
ture to be false;" but would be a real evidence of 
its truth. If St, Peter himself could go astray^ what 
should reader b^ successors incapable of error and cor- 
ruptionf 

Christ does not promise that his Church shall not 
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Uelatryt Part % Now I say, if thii be IraCi whicb 
it the main foundatioo of the Protestant Church, Am 
whole Scripture miibt be false, which ao <^iten promiiet 
that Christ's Church shall never be corrupted by ern>r 
m matten of faith, much less be for so many i^ei orerj- 
whelmed with abominable idolatry, Tkou art Peter^ 
kays our Lord, St^ Matt. zn. !& and itfMR this Rock 
will I build my CAwrcA, and the Gate* of Hell ^the 
^wen of darkneas3 shail not prevail agantt j(> There' 
fore the Church of CamiBT could never go Mtray. Co- 
teach all natioiu, lays the same Lord to the Apoattea 
and their aucceasors, the pastors of the Church, SL 
Matt sxriiU SIX and behold I am mith jrou atwat/s, even 
l6 the end of the tporld^ Therefore the Church of 
GuBunc coutd ne^^ ^H ioto erroiv; because Chkist, 
who ie the way, the tniit, and the life, St, Mm sir, ft 
has promised his presence add auistance to her teachera 
Mfli to the end of the world. See also St. John xrr. 16, 
17. where ChriM: premAlea to the 8am& paeton and 
teachers of the Church, Me Con^forter; the ^rit of 
trtEfJ^ to ahide with them for eter. To tmeh them alt 
tkimg», T. S& md to guide them into all truth, chap^ 
STi. 13. And Itmah lix^ 90, SI. where Gted promisea 
thst after the coming of our Redeemer, bia Chtm:h 
riiail never err. 2%m is irjf catiewant with them, teUth 
the Lord^ my spirit that is upon Ihee, ami my wonls 
which 1 hate put in thp moutht shall not depart out of 
«fty mouth, norota of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of 
tte mouth of thy seetf steed, saith the Lord, from hence~ 
forth and for ever. See also for the In&ilibility of the 
Church of Chhist, Ps. Ixxii. 5, 7. Pt. Ixxxix. 3, 4, 
47, ««, 49, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 36, 37. In. is. 6, 7, 
chap, XXXV. 8. chap. liv. 1, 3, 3, 9, 10, 13, 15, 17. chap. 
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f go utn3r," but that <^ the gates of hell <hall not pr& 
vail againet it," to the extinction of the Goapel «ad it^ 
Jjleesings. Ofl'encea and errorB, as they were predicted, 
very soon prevailed; even AntichriBt sooa made tuB 
appearance, and that Man of Sin, who from time to 
time has introduced into the Church 90 many innora- 
tions and corruptiona. The main foundation of the 
proteatant religion of the sixteenth century, was laid 
in the restoration of the Scriptures to the public, and 
ID the removal of anticbristian usage* and doctrines. 

The Church of Chriat is not confined to l4ie Pope, 
nor to the Bisht^, nor to the Clei^, but <!OiBf>re- 
bends the whtde bofiy of believers in Christ, wb© 
pdhere to his ordinances. And 'can it be supposed, 
then, that the Scripture has any wbew proroited, 
that the Church shall nveer err, sball never be -cov' 
fupted; but shall continue forerer impeccai/e and tV 
fallihh ? We need not look into the history of the 
Church * for mortifying prooft to fhe contrary ; they 
fire siifhciently eridei^ from the words of our Suviout 
and his Apostles. Our Saviour vc^*, " When Christ 
■cpmeth, shall he find faith on the earth f" St, Paul 
says, " Let no man decrive you by any means; ftw 
that day shall not come, except there be a falHtg 
away first, and that uan of sitf be revealed, the sqii 
of pecdition, who epposeth and exalteth himself above 
alt that is called God, or that is worshipped ; so thai 
he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, ehewing him? 
^f that he is God ; — whose coming is after the poweif 
pf Satan, with all power and signs and lying wonders ; 
-r-^and for this cause shall God send them strong de? 

* See the chapters on the* calaaiitous- events of Uie 
.Church ki Mch centuiy of Mosheim's Ecclegia^tjcaj 
History. ' '' 
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Ix. II, 12, 15, 16, chap. Ixii. 6. Jeremiah xxxi. 35, 39, 
87. chap, xxxiii. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, ig, 20, 21. Ezefciel 
xxxvii. 24, 26. Daniel ii. 44. St. Luke x. 16. Ephes, 
iv. 11, 12, 13, 14. chap, V. 23, 24, 1 Tim. iii. 14. 15, 



3. Because the first foundations of the Protestant 
JleligioQ were laid by an insupportable pride in onp 
man, vh. Luther (who is acknowledged to have been in 
(he beginning all alone J, his presuming to staud out 
agatnet the whole Church of God ; therefore, instead 
of following him, or the religion invented by bim, we 
ought, by the rule of the Qospel, St, Matt, xviii. 17, 
to loolc upon him as no better than a heathen and a 
publican. If he neglect to hear the Churchy let him b( 
to thee as a heat'ten and q pMllican, 

4. Because Luther aqd the fii'st Protestants, whep 
(hey began to set up their new Religioi^and disclaimed 
the authority and doctrine of all Churches then upon 
parth, could not say the Creed without telliag a Ue, 
1vhen they came to that article, / believe in fke holy 
fJdtholic Church, the comm»m(in of saints. 



b. Because the Protestant Church has not thosp 
marks by vy-hich the Nicene Creed directs us to the 
true Church of Chbist: it is not one, holy, catholic^ 
and apoitolical, ■ 1, It \9 not one ; because the dilfer-r 
ent branches of the pretended Heformation are divided 
from one ahother in faith Af\A communion ; nay, Bcarce 
any two single men apiong them all arp throughout 
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lumn, that they ahall believe a lie." [II Tb^Bs. it. 3, 
4, 9, 11.) " Now tbe Spirit epeaketh expreHly, tltat 
in the latter tunei some aball depart frwa the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirit^, and doctrines of 
deyiis,—foTldddingtomaTry,aadcQXfkma,vdiagtottbstam 
from meals, which God hath created to be received 
with thank^iving of them, which believe aqd koow 
tiie truth." (I Tim. iv. 1. 3.) 

S. The religion of Proteetanta in this united king- 
dom, as was observed before, is coeval with St Paul. 
But the first protest against the Church of Rome was 
made by the British Bishops of the seventh century. 

But whatever might be the defects of Luther, the 
Church of England has no concern with them ; nor 
can they aSbrd any pretence for non-conformity to 
the established Church of this country. 

4. Protestants believe in the holy Catholic Church 
by believing ttiat the universal Church of Christ is one 
holy Catholic Church. They believe in thit holy Ca- 
tholic Church, though th^ do not believe the Church 
of Rome to be the wholeCfaurch of Christ. They be- 
lieve in- the cbmmuDion of Saints, though they do not 
ascribe to Uiem the attribute of omnipresence by prey- 
ing to them. 

5. There is no Church called the Protettant Church. 
There are different branches of the Church of Christ 
protesting against the errors of the Church of Rome, 
such a» tbe Lutheran Church, and the Church of 
England. The universal Church of Christ is one, holy. 
Catholic, and Apostolical ; but the before>mentioned 
branches of this Church do not pretend to be the 
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of the lanie sentimentB in religion : and no wonder, 
since every man's private spirit ia, wiUi them, the ultir 
mate judge of controveraieB ; to that it is not possible 
they should ever be brought to unity in religion. S, 
Their Church isiiot Ao^y,neitber in berdoctrine, (which, 
especially in the first reformers, was shamefully scanr 
dalouB in the encouraging lust and breaking of vowst 
blasphemous in charging God with being the author 
pf sin; and Qotorioualy wicked in their notions of 
free-wi)l and predestination:] nor is she holy in the 
fives, either of her iii^t teachers (none of which werf 
remarkable for sa^ictity, and the greatest part of them 
infamous for their vices) or of their followers, who, 
as many of their chief Protestant writera have freely 
owned, instead of growing better tbaq they were, 
before by embracing the reformed religion, grew 
daily worse and worse. 3. Their Church is not Ca- 
tholic ; they are sensible this name belong! not to 
them, and therefore they have taken to themsdvet 
viother name, viz, that of Protestants, And, indeed, 
. how should theirChurch be Catholic or Universal, which 
implies being in all ages and ali na^ns, since it had ' 
DO being for fifteen ages, and is unknown in most 
qations. 4. Their Church is not Apostolical ■• since it 
neither was founded by any of the Apostles, nor has 
any quccession of doctrine, commuition, or lawful mis- 
sion from the 4postlcs. 
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whole Church of Christy Yet th^ are one with the 
universal Church, as the disciples of Christ are cue 
-with Christ; (S.) they are Wy, as being parts of that 
which is holy; (3.) they are Ca(Ao/iCt as being parU of 
^e Chdrch uoiTerbal; and' (4.) they are Apostolical, 
because they 'are founded on thfe doctrines and disci- 
pline of the Apostles, The Church of Britain is emi- 
nently apostolical, having beeA founded and established 
by Sl Paul. 

Protestants do not cease to \x- Catholic, because 
they protest against the eiroTA of tbeChurch of Rome ; 
however improperly the term Catholic may he used 
by Papists, and even by some Frotratants, as opposed 
to the terra Protestant, 

The Church of England, by penhitting the clergy to 
m^rry, does not encourage the breaking of vows ; but 
lemoves that mark, of the Maa of Sin, which St. Paul ' 
condemned in those that forbid to marry. TbeChurch 
ofEnglaodnowbeie charges God with being the author 
of sin; herdoctrineB must be greatly perverted to be 
brought to such asense ; and her notions ofpredes tinatioo 
are equally at variance with presumption and despair; 
equally conducive to 'humihty and moral exertipn. 

Tp aftinu that the. greatest part of her fa-it teachers, 
as they are called, that is, of our hcrfy and venerable 
Reformers, were " infamous for their vices," ia ama- 
lignant folshood, which can be asserted by no one, 
whose mind is not perverted by prejudice, and become 
callous to all perception of the truth. To shew that her 
ptinciples are productive of holiness, we need only 
refer to the lives of Ridley, Latimer, Jewell, &c. or to 
the lives of great and good men of later days, such as 
Judee Hales, Mr. Nelson, Dr. Hamraoi'kd, Bishop WU- 
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6. Because. Luther, tlie Tint preacher of the Pre 
tettaot Religkin, hftd ho msfka of beiag Ktueted by. 
the spirit of God, but bore ntBiiy evideitt badges -of 
the spirit of 5atsnc witneee his furious aod violent 
temfier, which could not brook the ieast coittradtctiott^ 
of which many ProteBtants have loudly complained ; 
witnesB his scaod^otta marriage with a. Nun, and hvi 
ivo less ecflnd^ous DiBpensation, by which he allowed 
Philip, Landgrave of Hesse, to have two wives at 
pace, contrary to theOttspel; witness bis frequent 
conferences with the devil, ia one of whkh, as we 
learn from his own aaouth, T. ?. fol. 338, <fcc. 1m wai 
taught no smalt part of his reformation, to wit, his. 
abolishing the Masa, by the fethec of lies. Now who 
would venture to .follow that man for hifi aiastec in 
religion, who qwns himself to have been taught bjr 
Satan? . . 

7. Because the first steps towards the inlrodnctng 
the Protestant Religion, into England vrste.taltiAehy 
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i.Knri«fc it 

son, &ervboboth taugbt the <loctrinei, aad were living 
examples, of die purest Civmtitoity ; auch also as tiro 
t«ry exedUst men ot' recent memory, the Duratives* 
of whose lires contain etronger incentivoB to a good- 
life, than can be collected Irom all die maityrologiel 
of the Church of Konie, or from the bves of ell the 
Roman Saints stdMequent ro ths uxth oenttiry. 

TbeChnich oS England is Uuly Ca^Olic; in her 
L^t^ ^e praya for the Catiidic Chtuch, th« univer' 
sal Church, tile Church throughout the world. She 
i« « Protetftant CSnsch, not becauseuhe ia notCathi^ie, 
but because she protean agaiiut the eiroTS of Popery. 
Tfae meaniiig of ijie mtm C^haiix: has nothing to-do 
witba^e^ and nations ; but a Church is Catholic, and 
an iadiridual Cat^lic, that adheres to t^ gentrat rule 
offttith, adoring one Lord, observing ofFclnptiMn, Stc* 
A Church, that has professed auch ' f^th for eighteen 
centuries, and in all natictss, is not nere catholic than 
fhe Church of Jerusalem was in the >rj€ century, and 
if) the singte province <^ ] udee. 

6. Luther livednine hundred years after the Jirst 
Protest of the British Church agai{iat the Church ojf 
Kome. But, as was before observed, whatever wer^ 
the defects of Lather, tfae Church -of England is not 
conceroed with them. , 



7. Answered in No. 1..9.0. 



* A Discourse on the Death of William Sharp, esq. 
"by the Rev. John Owen ; and Memoirs of tbe Life of - 
William Stevens, -esq. 1^ an eminent Barrister. 
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Kii^ Ktmy Vllt. a most wicked Princei i^hfi hevef 
ipared woman in his lust, nor Man in hit wrath .- and the 
first foundatidns of that reli^(»i id this kingdom were 
cemented by bloody luftt, tind stcrilege, as every one 
knows that knows the history of those times. To this first 
beginning the pn^ress was answerable in the days of 
King Edward VL during which the Refonnation was 
carried on with & high hand by Somerset and Du4ley, 
in cosyunction with the council and f^rliament, upon 
interested views; nor without great confution and 
innumerable sacrilegeSi as their own historian,. Dr. 
. Heylin, is forced to acknowledge. 

8t Because Protestancy was settled upon its present 
bottcnn ia this kingdom by act of parliament in the 
first year of the reign of Queen Eliaabeth^ in appo- 
•ition to all the Bishops, to the whole convocation of 
the Clergy, and to both the Universities ; ^at iB,- in 
one word, in opposition to the whole body of : th« 
dergy of the kin^om, as may be seen in Dr. Pult^t 
L, 6. Sfc. Berlin, p. 285, 296. How then can it be 
called the Church of England, or any Church at all, 
seeing it was introduced and established only by the 
authority of mere laymen, in opposition to the 
Church ? 

9. Because it is visible to any unprejudiced eye, 
that there is not so much devotion, zeal, or religion, 
among Protestants as there is amongst Catholics. We 
never hear of any instances of extraordinary sanctity 
amongst them. The evangeUcal counsel of yoluntary 
renunciation of the goods .and pleasures of this life, is 
a language which none of them understand. One of 
the lirBt feats of their Reformation was pulling dowa 
all houses consecrated to retirement and prayer. 
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e, Frotestaotiun was restored aod re^estaUhbed iq 
the reign of Q. Elizabeth. But the . British Chureh 
jirotested againet T(fpeTy mor@ tiiaa qine ceaturiegi be* 
'fore that time. 

Popish writerp have a very imperfect notipD of the 
Church of Christ. The Church does not consist merely 
of Bishops and the Clergy, but of the whole body of 
believers in Christ, who observe the ordinances of 
Christ and (lis Apostles. 



g. Nothing can exceed'the arrogant vanity and the 
injustice of the ninth portion of the Roman Catholic'a 
Reasons, A prayer offered up by i devout mind in 
the active duties of life, we have every reason to be* 
lieve, is more efficacious with our Maker, than tha 
devotions of the indolent recluse. Our Saviour, neither 
by his example nor instrvictionB, directs us to live in 
deserts or cloisters. An innocent, chariiable, religiotu, 
-and tff«^tfnife, puifued io the busiest society ^ ptir 
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10. Because all kind of arguments* make for the 
Catholic Church and against Protestants. Ours is the 
.Church in which all the Saints have both lived and 
died ! our religion has in every age been confirmed by 
innumerable undoubted mii-aclesj we alone communi- 
cate with the Chair of Peter, to whom Christ com- 
mitted the care of his whole flock, John xxi. We 
atone inherit the name of Catholic appropriated in the 
Creed to the true Church of Christ, By the ministry 
of our preachers alone, nations of iulidelp have in eveiy 
age been converted to Christ, In a word. Antiquity, 
perpetual Visihility, Apostolical Succession and Mission, 
and all other properties of the tfue Church, are visibly 
on our side. 



• That the rererse of t)iii assertion ia the troth, the reader 
may find in the reasons assigned fay Bishop Bull, why a Pro- 
testant cannot bold communion with the Churcb of Home, in 
nsffer to the Bisbop of Meitui's Qutries, 
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fellow-creatures, has more real sanctity in it, anil ap- 
proaches nearer to the example, which our Saviour 
set lis, than can be found in the most rigid and pain- 
ful austerities of solitude. 

10. Nothing can be more false than this tenth reason. 
How far all arguments make for the Popish Church, 
and against the Protestants, may be seen even in the 
compass of this short Manual. The Saints of the 
Christian Church lived long before Popery was in exist- 
ence. The Saints of the firet four-centuries, were Saintsof 
the Church universal, and not of the Popish Church, 
The present Popish Church is not the Church of, the 
four first centuries. Theirs is not the Church {except 
so far as itisapartof the universal Church) in which all 
the Saints hftve lived and died. It ig a great untruth 
t9 say, that the Popish religion has in evert/ age been 
confirmed by innumerable miracles. The Popish 
Church can bring no authentic evidence of any real 
miracle having been performed by any of her recorded 
saints since the beginning of the seventh century, 
probably no such evidence can be brought for a long 
period before ; but the seventh century is here men- 
tioned on account of its being the commencement of 
Popeiy properly so called, the title ofUniversalBisRop 
having been then first assumed by the Bishop of Rome. 
An answer to the exclusive assumption of the term 
Catholic, by the Church of Rome, has been given in 
No. 3. and in the Introduction. The Church of Bri- 
tain has every mark of a true Church in its antiquityi 
perpetual visibility, apostolical succession, and mis- 
i»ion ; of which some evidence is given in the conclut 
SipK of these Answers, 
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It BEASOHS, 

/ 11. Because even in ' the judgment of Pr©te«t»nta 
we must be on the safer side*. They allow thatour 
Church does cot err in fundamentals ; that she isa part 
at least of the Church of Christ; that wehaveordt! 
paiy mission, succeesion and ordei-e, from the ApoBtlea 
pf Christ. They allow that there is salvation in our 
communion; and consequently, that our Church wants . 
nothing necessary to salvation. We can allow them 
nothing of all this without doiag wrong to truth and 
pur conscience. We are convinced that they are all 
guilty of a fundamental error in the article of the 
t'hurch, which if they had believed aright, they would 
never have pretended to reform our doctrine. We are 
convinced that they are Schismatics, by separating 
themselves from the communion of the Church of 
Christ; and Heretict, by disBcnting from her doctrine 
in many sutietantial articles; and consequently, that 
they have no lawful mission, no Buccession from the 
Apostles, no authority at all to preach the word of God, 
or administer the sacraments: in fine, no share in the 
promisea of Christ's heavenly kingdom (excepting the 
cast: of inviijcible ignotance) from which the Scripture 
in so many places excludes Heretics and Schismatic*. 

* Of iiie effrontery of this a'sirtian the reader may judga 
from flie semi men is of Uisliop Biill csncerning the two 
' Ciiurchcs. " I am so far from thiuking that Ealva'ioii is to he 
found o!ilj-in unity with /fie Church of Rome, that on the con- 
irarj , ! Tcrily bc!ie»e, (hey are in gre&t danjjer of tbpir salta. 
tiou, who Uve in l^er colnmunion, that is, n ho own her erroae- 
ous docfriiif?, iindjoin in her corrupt worship. — AccordiDg 
to tliiB rule, (tlie failh of the primitive Church,) Me Chareh 
of England win be found to be the best and purest, ftt this 
(Jay in the ChriMian wior!d. Upon whii;h account I bless 
God, that I was born, baptijed, and bred up in her com- 
munion." (Bishop Bui:.i.'s Answer to Ihe Bishop- of Meaux's 
Queries. 
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11. PepistB are not, in thejudgment'of ProtestaDts, 
on the safer side, Protestants do not allow, that the 
Church of Rome does not err in fundamentaK The 
invocation of Sainta is idolatry, becauie it ascribes to 
creaturea the attribute of omnipresence ; and idolatry 
is undoubtedly an error in fundamentals. Protestantt 
certainly allow that Papists, though in a dangerous 
state, may, by the grace of God, be saved ; that the 
Church of Rome is a part of the ChunJh of Christ; and 
that it hae ordinary misaion, succespion, and oi-ders from 
the Apostles. But our reasoner aflirma, that Papists 
can allmo nothing of all this to Protestants witkout doing, 
as they say, wroni^ to truth and to conscience. If a Pa- 
pist in a Etat« of toleratitm can venture to expose such 
sentiments to the public, what would he say or do, m 
the plenitude of equal CBtablishment, or with supe- 
riority (rf power? 

The Popish Church in this country cannot properly 
be called the Church of Rome, but is the unreformod 
remnant of the Church of England, which refused to 
follow the general sense of theircountry in the sixteenth 
century; and has continued ever since to adhere to that 
foreign jurisdiction, which had oppressed the national 
Church for the fouv preceding centuries. The title of 
Roman can of right belong to nothing in Britain, what- 
ever submission may be paid to the Bishop of Rome by 
a certun portion of our deluded fellow-subjects. It is 
a Bubmisiion altt^ethei' urtTUttional saA antibritish. 

The Church of England is not schismatical ; for 
•he is not answerable forthe schism that has separated 
her from the Church of Rome ; she is not heretical, 
because she adheres to " the faith once delivered to 
the Saints." Of her Apostolical succession, and n 
see No. 5^ 10, and 13, at the conclusion. 
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. 12. Because the Protertant Religion,- though we 
were to suppose the professors of it to be excused by 
iaviDcible ignorance from the guilt of heresy and 
■chinn, lays them nevertheless under most dread- 
ful disadvantages, which must needs highly en- 
danger their everlasting salvation ; the more, because 
it is, at least highly probable they have no true sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of our Lord^ They have 
no part in the great Eucharistic Sacrifice ; no commu- 
nication of the Holy Ghost by the bishop's imposition 
of hands in confirmation; no power of the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven given to the Church, St. Matt, xvi. 
19. and St. John xxii. 22, 23. for absolving sinners, &c. 
Add to this, that their religion robs them of the Com- 
munion of Saints in ht:aven, by teaching them not to 
seek their prayers or intercession 1 it encourages them 
by the doctrine of Justification by Faith alone, (Art. ii.) 
to be no ways solicitous for redeeming their past sins 
by good works and penitential austerities : it robs thetn, 
when they are sick, of that great blessing, both corpo- 
ral and spiritual, promised, St. James v. to the AnoinU 
i/ig of the sick: and when they are dead, no prayers 
must be said for them, for fear of superstition. In fine 
the Sciiptures which are put into their hands are cor- 
rupted ; the little good that their Church prescribes or 
advises, as fasting, keeping holidays, confession, &c. is 
Entirely neglected, and both ministers and people run 
out into a wide easy way of living, with Uttle or no 
apprehension for tlieir future state. Whereas thetrue, 
servants of GoD,jiH imitation of theApostlei and other 
saints, have always led a life of mortification and self- 
denial, and have always strove to work out their salva- 
tion with fear and'trembliug. 
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13.'The Church of England, as apart of the Church of 
Christ, possesses all the priTileges of the'Church; and 
enjoys all the spiritual gifts, which Christbas promised 
to those, that faithfully pray for them. She inberita 
from St. Paul all the functions of the Christian Minis- 
try'. Communion of the Saints in Heaven cannot cou' 
siflt io our addressing prayer^ to them, to "which they 
must be insensible. 

The belief that sins are redeemed by good_works or 
penitential austerities, is an error of Popery, and a 
Very dangerous one. Repentance and good works are 
indispensably necessary to present duties ; for we can- 
not be saved without them ; but they cannot do away . 
a single sin that is past. If they could, Christ would 
have died in vain. We are justified, that is, pardoned 
through the atonement of Christ, and by faith in him. 
Justification hy faith alone must beveiy ill (understood, 
if it does not l«ad to repentance and good works, in- 
stead of i-eleasing us from all solicitude about our sal- 
vatibn. 

The blessing of salvation is promised to the prayer 
of the faithful, aoi to the act of extreme auction, as any 
one may see, who will consult the words of St James. 
The anointing with oil might have been a good local 
custom in the east, but could have no more spiritual 
effect, than the washing of the outsides of cups and 
platters. 

Protestants do not pray for the dead, because they 
think it superstitfous and unscriptural to do so, and 
unprofitable to all but to the priest 

If the Hebrew and Greek texts of the Scriptures are 

' not brought to the perfect purity of the originals of the 

^rst century, after all the learning and labour, that 
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^ l3. Because the Protestant Religion can afford lu no 
certainty in matters of iaith. Their Church owns her- 
self fallible even in fundamentals ; since she only pre- 
tends to be part of the IJiLiveisal Church ; and every 
part or particular Church, accoiding to her principles, 
may fall eten into errore deBtructive of ealvatioQ : what 
gecurity then can she give her followers that she is not 
actually leading them on in the way of eternal damna- 
tion ? She has no infallible certainty for the Scripture 
itself, which she pretends to make her only Rule of 
Faith. From whence can she pretend to have this 
certainty? Not from the Scripture itself; for this 
would be running round in a circle. Besides, there is 
no part of Scripture that tells us what books are scrip- 
ture and what not: much less is there any part of 
Scripture that assures us that the English Protestant 
Bible, for example^ ie agreeable to what the Prophets 
and Apostles wrote so many ages ago ; or that there 
is BO much as one single word in it uncomipted. If she 
appeals to tradition, this, according to h^ principles, 
cannot ground a certain faidi, since she makes the 
' Scripture alone the rule of faith. If she appeals to 
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have been employed upon them ; they tnust approach 
much nearer the apostolicat and original vetity than any 
translatioa can do, and therefore miut he much leaa 
corrupted than theViilgate version. 

If the good preached and advised hy our Church* 
were confined to^ fasting, keeping holidays, and coiw 
feBfiioD, it might indeed be called little good, in com-i 
parison with the more BubBtantial duties of love to God 
and to OUT neighbour. But we think that these bUou14 
be done, and the other not left undone. 

13. The Church of England has, in her rule of faith, 
ftll the certainty, that rational being! can require. We 
have the three Creeds, which can derive no light from 
^opes or Councils, that we do not posseta. We have 
our Church Articles, which were drawn up by th§ 
most learned men of a very learned age. And the right 
use of these means of faith, which a merciful Piovidence 
has given us, requires only the ordinary exercise of 
pur rational faculties. We have also in those plain 
words of Scripture : " If thou wouldest enter into life, 
keep the commandments ;— -Do this and thou shalt 
live ; — Believe in the Lord Jeaus, and thou shalt be 
saved; — Forgive, and thouahaltbe forgiven; — What- 
soever ye would, that men should do unto you, even so 
do unto tbem ;" — infallible directions both for faith aiu^ 
conduct. 

TheCliurcUof England is not more fallible than the 
Church of Rome ; but she is fallible, not Because she 
is only a part of the Church universal, but because it 
is the property of human nature to be fallible. The 
Church of Rome has shewn herself fallible in many 
things aad in nothing more thap in that very pretence 
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tt REJkSOVS. 

Cburc'h auth(>rity, this she pretends is not iufallible. 
What then must become of the infallibility of her faith, 
when she hu no infallible certainty from the Scripture, 
Upon which alone she pretends to ground her faith? 
Besides, though she were infallibly certain of the Scrip- 
tures being the word of God, it would avail her nothing, 
escept she were ^Iso infallibly certain that the Scrips 
ture is to be interpreted in her way : and this is an in- 
fallibility, to which she neither can nor does pretend to 
lay any claim. And thus, after all her boastings of the 
pure word of God, her children have no other ground 
for their Taith and religion than her fallible interpreta- 
tion of the word of God, opposite in many points- to 
the interpretation of a Church of far greater authority 
than she can pretend to. 
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that she is infallible, nnd that she is not a part of tVie 
universal Church, but the whole of it. 

The Church of England does not pretend to be infal- 
lible ; but her children h»ve a confident reliance oa this 
instruction, that " if any one lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, in faith, and it sball be given him ;" and in 
Christ's promise of the assistance ofGod's Holy Spirit to 
them.that ask hiin. They are moreover sure that by 
such assistauce and by the sober use of the ' faculties, 
which God has given them, they cannot be deceived. 
in such things as most pertain unto salvation. 

The Church of Rome has not greater authority than 
tbe Church of England. If authority depend on apos- 
tolical origin, the Church of England is at least her 
equal ; if on priority of establishment, and on simplicity 
and purity of doctrine, she may justly claim a greater 
authority. 

The authority of Apostolical crig^!'i ,*Kccew{on, and OTM- 
sion, the Church of Britain inherits from St, Paul. Evi- 
dence oi perpetual eisibiUty from the firet introduction of 
tiieGospeltoihe beginning of the fourth century (usque 
ad Diocletianipersecutionem] she has in the testimony 
ofGildas, as well as of Tertullian, Origen, and Euse- 
bius. Below this period it is not necessary here to 
descend, either to notice her exertions in the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth centuries ; or to mark the succession of' 
her metropolitans from David in the sixth century to 
AssBR in the ninth, and frtim him to Suliei? and 
IticEMARCH in the eleventh, all of them, men eminent 
for their piety and learning. 
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DIFFERENCES 



CHURCHES OF ENGLAND and of R0M£. 



PABiita acknowledge the 
Pope to be the supreme 
Head of the whole Cbris- 
tian Church, and to be in- 
&Uible, 

PapisU how down to the 
Ho8.t and to images. 



Papists pray to departed 
Saints for their protection, 
and intercession wiUi God. 

Papists believe that the 
elements of bread and wine 
at the Eucharist are con- 
verted into the real body 
and blood of Christ 

Papists believe this con- 
version of the elements to 
be effected by the priest in 
the act of consecration. 



FROTEitAKTi believe nd 
human creature to be infill* 
lible ; and acknowledge 
Christ alone to he the usi- 
versal Bishop of his Church. 

Protestants believe the 
act of bowing down to the 
Host and to images to be con- 
trary to the second Com- 
mandment, and to be ido- 
latiy. 

Protestants hold that 
Christ is our only mediator 
and interoessoF i and that 
prayer to Saints is idolatiy. 

Protestants believe such 
conversion of the elements, 
commonly called Traositb- 
stantiation, to be usscrip- 
tural and impossible, 

Protestants affirm that 
there ie no authority what- 
ever in Scripture for sup- 
posing the priest to be po»- 
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sessed of- such miraculoas 
powers ', and that the mere 
repetition of the EuchariBtjc 
form of consecntion has no 
- more power of transubyt^n- 
tiating the elements, than 
the utterance of tiie words, 
" Lazarus, cpme forth," has 
pf raising tbe dead. 

PapiBU refuse the cup to Protestants consider the 

tlje laity in the E«chariBt refusal of the oip to be a 

mutilation fif the Sacrament, 

and a vioLation of Christ's 

Inost sole)!p)i commands. 

Fapists believe that Christ Protestants believe that 

is daily offered up by the ChriBt offeired himself once 

priest at the StaBs. for all on the Cross; and 

thftt the Popish doctrine of 

the Mass detracts from the 

suSictency of Christ's own 

■ -, atonement 

papists believe that there Protestants betieve that 
_ii a place called Purgatory, the blood of Christ alone 
in which the bouIs Of men cleaiiseth from all »in ; and 
are pwrged of ama com- that Cfarist died in vain, it 
mitted in this life. the pains of a Purgatory- 

are necessaiy to our snlva- 
tion. 
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